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World War II

U.K. Operations Research (OR) begins before WWII

U.S. picks up OR at the end of WWII

Cybernetics emergesBattleship fire control and automatic pilot development

U.S.- Vietnam WarKorean WarCivil WarSpanish
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World War I

Hochschule für Gestaltung (HfG) Ulm

Methods and systems are focus of much design discourse Reaction against application of systems analysis to social issues

Dessau

Moholy-Nagy to Chicago (Institute of Design – ID)

Macy Conferences

The term Cybernetics replaced by the term systems

merges with Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT)

modernists supplant beaux ars faculties at U.S. schools Post-modernism supplant modernism

World-wide web emerges

BerlinArts & Crafts Schools founded in1860 and 1902 merged to form Bauhaus Wiemar

Moscow School of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture 
merged with the Stroganov School of Applied Art to form 

the first and second State Free Art Studios (Svomas)
Vkhutemas
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Gropius goes to Harvard

Albers at Black Mountain; also Cage, Fuller, Gropius Albers goes to Yale

Wurster goes to Berkeley

Venturi, Brown, and Izenour publish 
“Learning from Las Vegas”

Origins of Design Methods
Timeline

Draft 2
Developed by Peter Esmonde and Dubberly Design Office
March 21, 2003

This is a draft of a timeline describing major events
in the development of design methods. It is still incomplete.

74
Symposium on Design Theory
at Columbia University

62
First conference on 
Design Methods 
at Imperial College 
in London, includes 
Alexander, 
Archer, 
Froshaug, 
Jones, 
Thornley, 
and Pask

Albers
Itten
van der Rohe

Weiner

Eames
Fuller
Rittel

Aicher lectures at Yale

Eames gives seminar at Berkeley Alexander goes to Berkeley

Archer goes to Royal College
Maldonado goes to Princeton

Bayer
Banham
Heidegger

Gerstner
British Design Council

62
Americans visit
Danes, Yale
Doblin, IIT/ID
Rice, CMU
Strout, RISD
Morgan, KCAI
Brown, Cranbrook
Prestini, UCB

66
British visit
Hinton, Birmingham
Thornley, Manchester
Broadbent, Sheffield

Gonda
Huff

Rittel goes to Berkeley

Archer
Hayakawa

65

Conference on Design Methods
at Birmingham

66

Design Methods Group formed
at International Design and Planning Seminars
at University of Waterloo

67
Symposium on Design 
Methods at Portsmouth 

68

Emerging Methods in Environmental Design and Planning
Conference at Cambridge, Massachusetts


